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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:52 p.m. in the
Lake Ivanhoe Room at the Orlando Marriott
Downtown. In his remarks, he referred to Jim
Pugh, event chair; Gubernatorial candidate Lt.
Gov. Buddy MacKay of Florida and his wife,
Anne; Gov. Pedro Rossello of Puerto Rico; Hill-
crest Elementary School student Marcos Encinias;
and Gov. Lawton Chiles of Florida.

Statement on the United Nations
Security Council Vote on Iraq
September 9, 1998

I applaud the decisive and unanimous vote
by the United Nations Security Council to
suspend the review of sanctions against Iraq
until Baghdad resumes full cooperation with
the international weapons inspectors. Far
from hastening the day sanctions are lifted,
Iraq’s failure to honor its obligations will pro-
long the sanctions, constrain Iraq from ac-
quiring resources to rebuild its military, and
keep the Iraqi economy under tight inter-
national control. The Security Council has
made crystal clear that the burden remains
on Iraq to declare and destroy all its nuclear,
chemical, and biological weapons and the
missiles to deliver them.

Memorandum on Assistance to
Kosovo
September 9, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–34

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $20,000,000 be made
available from the U.S. Emergency Refugee
and Migration Assistance Fund to meet the
urgent and unexpected needs of refugees,
displaced persons, conflict victims, and other
persons at risk due to the Kosovo crisis.
These funds may be used, as appropriate, to
provide contributions to international and
nongovernmental organizations.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and the obligation of
funds under this authority and to publish it
in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7118—America Goes
Back to School, 1998
September 9, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Across America, millions of children are

beginning a new school year with a sense of
excitement and anticipation, taking another
important step toward their future. As caring
parents and responsible citizens, we must
work together to nurture their love of learn-
ing and to ensure that the education they
receive provides them with the knowledge
and skills they need to succeed in the 21st
century.

The Partnership for Family Involvement
in Education is taking a leadership role in
this important endeavor. The partners in this
effort include the Department of Education
and more than 4,000 schools, colleges, and
universities; community, cultural, and reli-
gious groups; businesses; elected officials;
policymakers; and the men and women of
our Armed Forces. They have pledged to
support our initiative, entitled ‘‘America
Goes Back to School: Get Involved! Stay In-
volved!’’ Across the country, the Partnership
is working to encourage family and commu-
nity involvement in children’s learning and
to create innovative solutions to education
issues at the grassroots level.

I have set ambitious goals for America’s
educational system, and we must pursue
them with vigor if we are to prepare our Na-
tion for the challenges and possibilities of the
next century. We must have strong standards
of achievement and discipline and well-
trained, dedicated teachers in every class-
room. We must work to reduce class size so
all our children get the individual attention
they need, especially in the critical early
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grades. We must build new schools, modern-
ize existing ones, and expand public school
choice by strengthening Federal support for
charter schools. We must bring computers,
communications technology, and the latest
educational software into the classroom so
that every American student is techno-
logically literate and can take advantage of
today’s information revolution.

My Administration is also committed to
making our schools safe and orderly places
where teachers can teach and children can
learn. With the Safe and Drug-Free Schools
program, we have supported schools and
communities that offer antitruancy, curfew,
school uniform, and dress code policies. We
have strictly enforced the policy of zero toler-
ance for guns. Last year alone, more than
6,000 students had guns taken from them
and were sent home. This month, we will
begin distributing a guide—Early Warning,
Timely Response: A Guide to Safe Schools—
to help all schools prevent violence before
it starts. At my direction, the Secretary of
Education and the Attorney General devel-
oped this guide to help school officials recog-
nize and respond to the early signs of student
violence. Later this fall, we will hold the first
ever White House Conference on School
Safety to develop effective strategies to keep
our schools safe, disciplined, and drug-free.

My Administration also supports legislative
initiatives that encourage literacy and learn-
ing at every age—from expanding the Head
Start program for preschoolers to providing
trained reading tutors to elementary school
children to offering college aid for low-in-
come students. We are working with the
Congress to fund the Administration’s pro-
posal to strengthen teacher training pro-
grams and provide scholarships to 35,000
well-prepared teachers who commit to teach-
ing in underserved urban or rural schools.

The quality of America’s educational sys-
tem will determine the shape of our chil-
dren’s future and the success of our Nation.
As America’s students go back to school this
year, let us renew our commitment to ensur-
ing that the doors of every classroom open
onto a future bright with possibility for every
child.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,

by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 6
through September 12, 1998, as a time when
America Goes Back to School. I encourage
parents, schools, community and State lead-
ers, businesses, civic and religious organiza-
tions, and the people of the United States
to observe this week with appropriate cere-
monies and activities expressing support for
high academic standards and meaningful in-
volvement in schools and colleges and the
students and families they serve.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of September, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 11, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 14.

Remarks at a Florida Democratic
Party Dinner in Coral Gables,
Florida
September 9, 1998

Thank you very much. My good friend,
Buddy MacKay—I’ve had a wonderful time
with Buddy and Anne today, and I think we
did a little good in Orlando. And I certainly
hope we’re doing some good tonight. I want
to thank Daryl Jones for being here and for
what he said, for being my friend, for being
willing to serve this country and go through
a highly political process. It’s a long road that
doesn’t turn, and yours is going to turn in
the right direction, friend, for a long time
to come.

I want to thank all the legislators and oth-
ers who are here. I’d like to say a special
word of thanks to Congressman Peter
Deutsch, who came down with me from
Washington, and is going home tonight, so
he’s not going to get a lot of sleep. Thank
you for being here.
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